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Update 2009/10 
Hospice Medical Team
The Hospice Medical Team supports patients in the Inpatient Unit and Day Hospice, in their own homes and more recently in hospital by offering a round-the-clock advice service to University Hospitals Birmingham. The evolving team has grown over the past three years and is now led by Dr Steve Plenderleith, Consultant in Palliative Medicine.

During the past year, some of our notable achievements include:

· Birmingham St Mary’s reputation as a centre for educational excellence grew, with hundreds of Birmingham Medical School students attending hospice-led training. A high point was providing End of Life training to 400 fourth-year trainee doctors, via 14 medical school-based End of Life training days and 21 in-hospice training days. This work was part of a coordinated effort by hospices across the West Midlands to provide high quality training to our region’s future doctors and nurses, giving the students experience of the wide variety of teams needed to provide a holistic approach to palliative care.

· We go to press just as the first of the 2010-11 academic study days are wrapped up. This year lecture theatre training days will take place at St Mary’s Hospice, which means we will be welcoming 400 trainee doctors through the doors, for 95 percent of whom this will be the first time they enter a hospice.

· A second trainee GP has joined the Medical Team, doubling the number of new GPs who will be gaining experience in palliative medicine during their training.

· In July 2009 Birmingham St Mary’s successfully bid for funding from the West Midlands Workforce deanery. This meant the Hospice was able to get onboard the National Connecting for Health clinical IT system, moving us towards having “GP-style” electronic records. Although the project has slowed developments in other areas, we believe the system will have a huge impact on patient care by saving time spent on administrative work and improving our auditing and research abilities. It will also improve the level of clinical information available to doctors and nurses, enabling them to provide better care.

· During the past year we have developed the team’s skills in managing all types of pain and other symptom control. We worked more closely with the Physiotherapy, Complementary Therapy and family support teams to develop more non-medicine-based management techniques for breathlessness and fatigue.

It has been fantastic to be a significant part of so many future doctor’s training. This opportunity will raise their awareness of the variety of approaches to palliative care, and the importance that Hospice support can have for patients with this type of diagnosis, thus changing the way that future doctors work for the better.

Thank you for your support of our work.


Dr Steve Plenderleith


Dr Penny Spiller

Dr Gill Hayes

   
   Medical Director                 


Senior Hospice Physicians
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