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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
City of Birmingham

Birmingham is an exciting multi-cultural city of approximately a million people. The city centre has experienced major regeneration over the past 20 years, including the building of the new Bull Ring Shopping Centre housing more than 160 shops and 25 restaurants and the restoration of the canal network. Symphony Hall, home of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, is one of the finest concert halls in the world and the city is also home to the Royal Ballet and several fine theatres and art galleries. The International Convention centre, Indoor Arena and the National Exhibition Centre play host to many major national and international events. 

Birmingham is surrounded by beautiful countryside, including the rural counties of Warwickshire and Worcestershire and it has excellent schools and a vibrant cultural life. Its position at the centre of the country and the heart of the motorway network, with its own international airport, make it an ideal place to live. 

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice

The Hospice was established in 1979 as an Independent Registered Charity with a Board of Trustees, to provide palliative care services to the people on the southern side of the city of Birmingham and adjoining areas. It is situated in pleasant surroundings in Selly Park, 4 miles south of the city centre and close to University Hospital Birmingham Foundation NHS Trust (UHBFT) and the University of Birmingham. It provides care to patients with advanced cancer and with other non-malignant terminal diseases and receives approximately 900 referrals a year.

The service comprises a 25 bedded inpatient unit receiving approximately 400 admissions a year, a Community Palliative Care Team of clinical nurse specialists providing 24 hour advice and support to approximately 200 patients and their families at any one time and a Day Hospice which can accommodate 20 patients a day on four days a week. The fifth day is an Outpatient Therapy Day, when patients can receive blood transfusions, bisphosphonate infusions or attend a Medical Outpatient.
The multi-professional team includes a Social Work, Counselling and Spiritual Care team providing pre-bereavement services to patients and their families. There is a well-developed Bereavement Service and a Complementary Therapies Service, both supported by trained and supervised volunteers. Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy and Pharmacy services are provided by palliative care specialists who are employed by UHBFT but based at the Hospice, where they are fully integrated into the multi-professional team.

Imaging and laboratory services are readily available to Hospice patients at UHBFT, as is consultant support from other specialties, in particular from the Oncology, Haematology and Chronic Pain teams.  The Hospice is actively engaged in new developments in Palliative Care and is welcoming as an organisation to innovation. There has been close collaboration recently with the Chronic Pain Team at UHBFT to instigate a service for the provision of intra-spinal anaesthesia.
The Hospice has an excellent reputation in the region for training junior doctors and currently has two specialist registrars, whose educational supervision is being provided by our Medical Director. It also has a good reputation as an employer and in 2006 and 2008 achieved a place in the Nursing Times Top 100 Registered Nurse Employers survey.

The hospice also has an Education Department which is part of the West Midlands End of Life Education Consortium.  The Education department provide an education programme which is also available to Hospice employees and in addition provides in house staff development & training opportunities.  
Pan Birmingham Cancer Network

Palliative care in Birmingham is strongly supported by the Pan Birmingham Cancer Network, which encourages a collaborative approach to delivering care across different sectors. There is vision and drive within the Network to develop and sustain robust palliative care services across the whole health community, both statutory and non-statutory and much progress has been made in rolling out the Gold Standards Framework and developing integrated care pathways across the region. The Hospice hosts the Princess Alice Course in Essential Palliative Care twice a year.
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